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ABSTRACT

THREE VARIANTS OF A RIDDLE AND A SOLUTION:
IN MEMORY OF Dov Noy

Amos Noy

The paper is based on Amos Noy’s talk in the memorial event for his father, Prof.
Dov Noy, held at The Hebrew University in December 2013.

A personal reminiscence of Dov Noy’s passion for chess leads to Sam Loyd’s
famous chess puzzle from 1859, set at the center of a fictional narrative. Dov
Noy’s variation of the framing narrative of this puzzle, as remembered by his
son, is used for characterizing the folklore’s folklore. That is, the ways in which
folklorists, their field work, and materials, constitute a meta-genre within which
they serve as the narrative protagonists. A meta-genre, such as the folklore’s
folklore, narrates another genre’s manifestations without detailing their specifics.
Pointing to the theoretical similarities between Chess literature and the Midrash
Aggadah, the paper suggests that both genres build on a non-linear legendary
‘past’ that includes parallel, and even contradictory micro-narratives, thereby
construct a speculative chronotope.

The narrative framework of Sam Loyd’s chess puzzle was a fictional historical
legend on the Battle of Bender in which the Swedish king Charles XII has been
taken prisoner by the Ottomans. The relationship between this framework and the
actual historical background of the invented legend shed light on the symbolic
relations between folklore and history, that, in this case, transform fear of chaos
and death into a highly-stylized puzzle by using invented Folklore.

[Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Folklore, XXXIII (2019), pp. 7-13]





